Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety:

ldentification & Documentation

of Shipments of Living Modified
Organisms

Kathryn Garforth, Legal Officer
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological

Diversity
Convention on
Biological Diversity
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United Nations Decade on Biodiversity

Requirements for the handling, transport,
packaging & identification of living modified
organisms (LMOs) are set out in Art. 18 of the
Protocol

Art. 18 was one of the most difficult parts during the
negotiation of the Protocol

— Some countries were opposed to any labelling or identification
requirements. They argued that it would be onerous for exporters and
that it would hamper trade in commodities

— Others wanted flexibility to be able to know what is coming into their
country and trace LMOs once they entered their territory & so wanted
all LMOs in all shipments to be identified.
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Compromise: Identification using shipping
documentation

Art. 18 sets out basic documentation requirements.
These have been elaborated by subsequent COP-
MOP decisions:

— Decision BS-1/6 includes more details on
documentation requirements for LMOs for contained
use & LMOs for intentional introduction into the
environment

— Decision BS-111/10 includes detailed documentation
requirements for LMOs intended for direct use as food
or feed, or for processing
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e A country importing LMOs may wish to ensure that it
has approved the LMOs contained in a shipment for
their intended use in order to fulfill the objective of the
Protocol

e To do this:

1. The documentation that accompanies a shipment that contains
LMOs must identify the shipment as such;

2. The sampling of shipments and the detection of any LMOs
contained therein can be used to verify documentation; and

3. The documentation and detection of LMOs in a shipment can
be used to check whether the national competent authority has
approved the LMOs for their intended use in the country.
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e 3 main types of transboundary movements
of LMOs under the Protocol:

— Intentional transboundary movements
— Unintentional transboundary movements
— lllegal transboundary movements
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e.g. seeds, e.g. agricultural e.g. bacteria for
live fish commodities: laboratory
maize, canola
(rapeseed),
cotton, rice,

soybean
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Different requirements under the Protocol for
handling, transport, packaging and identification
(Art.18 and related COP-MOP decisions)
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Documentation requirements

— Clearly identifies content as LMOs
and briefly describes the organisms

— Any requirements for safe handling,
storage, transport & use

— Name/address of exporter & importer
— Emergency contact point

— Declaration that movement of the LMOs
IS In conformity with the Protocol’s
requirements

— Further information, where appropriate
(e.g. commercial name, risk class &
Import approval for the LMO)
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. . United Nations Decade on Biodiversity
Documentation requirements

— “contains LMOs-FFP” (if identity
known) or

— “may contain one or more LMO -
FFP” (if identity not known)

— The LMOs are not intended for
Intentional introduction into
environment

— Common, scientific & commercial
names of the LMOs

— Transformation event code
— BCH website for further information
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. . United Nations Decade on Biodiversity
Documentation requirements

— Clearly identifies content as LMOs
and “destined for contained use”

— Name & address of the consignee,
and exporter or importer

— Any requirements for the safe
handling, storage, transport and use

— Further information, where
appropriate (commercial name of the
LMOs, new or modified traits,
transformation events, risk class, use,
and any unique identification)
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Where to find information on LMOSs in shipping
documentation?

 The Parties have not adopted a stand-alone document to
accompany shipments of LMOs

 Instead, the information that is to accompany shipments
of LMOs will be included in existing types of shipping q
documentation, e.g. invoices, bills of lading, way bills, etc. ‘

« COP-MOP has adopted templates for how the required
iInformation for shipments of LMOs for contained use and
LMOs for intentional introduction into the environment can
be integrated into existing documentation



Example 1
(intentional
introduction into env):

Clearly identifies content as
LMOs

Briefly describes the
organisms

Requirements for safe
handling, storage, transport &
use

Name/address of exporter &
importer, emergency contact

Declaration that movement of
the LMOs is in conformity with
the Protocol’'s requirements

Further information
(e.g. commercial name,
import approval)
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Example 2
(contained use):

Clearly identifies content as
LMOs “destined for
contained use”

Name & address of the
consignee, and exporter or
importer

Requirements for safe
handling, storage, transport
and use

Further information

(e.g. commercial name, new
or modified traits,
transformation events, risk
class, use, and any unique
identification)

Shippers Declaration of Dangerous Goods

Chpper  Nama __ee®* Por Waybill Mo "y o
Cgmﬂﬁ"ﬂr ar Ingtitution | T,
"‘ﬁﬂmem Page 10f 1 Poges ".,.
0' .’,
,0" ﬁmupe s Reference Number 550 ."‘
O Phone number [0t iemad) %,
o | .
§ Consgnes Cartact Paint SAipper O Censignee @
5 Company of Instituton Cther o .
. Caontact Porson Company of Instiution S
%, Stimel, City Ciomtacs] Persan R
*e.,  Pestal Code, Counby Street, Cily 5
*+e, Phons, Fax Postsd Code, Cauntry e
E-ﬂgl_L FProna, Fax _ Lt
Two Complstsd a‘ﬁ'ﬂ:ﬂmsdrhﬁmgrﬂmmuﬂ __..-“
he nandad o € oparalor :nr.u.nmwﬁ.-....---"
TDE'FMI_S llllII.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-
Aatpan of Depanue Failure b comply in all respects wilh the applicable
Mis shipment 15 within fhe bangl:ml.:s Grads Regulations may be in breach af
imistions prescnbed tor the applicatia |aw, subject to legal penalties. This
fe ro-apykeg big) Dieclaalion muel nal, in any creumetancas, be
AESENGER CARGO Compieted andior signed by a consolidator, a
ND CARGD AIRCHRAFRT Foreardes or an BTA cargo agent
CRAFT QLY o e
Npot of Dastinaton: Shipment Type: (delsla non-sophicatie)
\ _ MON-RAROACTIVE | ROBIDACTAE
ANRE AND QUANTITY OF DANGEROUS GO0ODS
frirs: Cloods Lieriilication Duantity and Tvpe
.----....--------11--""'!N'|'"---L34u13 Luhsidiry Packing
et Ngping Memy Diviseon 113 Wi, Liroap "di;,rﬁ of Pocking Inzmrucion  Authorzation
Anifeta SN anges [ ] LM ZEi4 0. | Faberhoand Ho B2
cting flam R i"Saf-T-Fak ")
t w...|r nk i EONG KD s .
spt weet pLRL .'-'-;-....".--...----""" x 25.0ml
e J.\.'.u madified m’gmr:m"- .o
Iy bl u LI | B4 1l I%124Kp i
| Overpack | Hed
B Ty I T T A
"L ll-.....
T
*

"Puu'q A
Heeni M
I'I\H n'.uh.n:ll 15 for comtained weo o an.'m a certified Sabety Level 2 Facility

.":‘i:lditqu Reguirements for Saic Handimg, Séorage: Transpart md Use

| hereby declare that the conlents of this consignesent are fufly amd
necuriely desenhed nhowe by the propes shipping neene sad are
Clesailed, packavsd, imwked dmd labe led pdacarded, aind Se i 211
TeEsmects in proper condsliom i transpect acconding o applicobls
Irngrmaismal pnd nim konal gevemamental pepidasions.

l'-'l_l_lll'_ Emergency |..|.:|_||_I ﬂ..u:_!l;'l'II.I!.H.IEIIMF

||gcn:tn|:. Ag R.gqu-n.ul Hy The [ATA Dangeress Cirods Regulstives 1.3.3,1 Ilal.q.- .-"

IAE A A LSELY

Chemares S04 24530
SameTitde of Segnatory
SamerTitle of Signatary
Piace #ni Do

City, St Cionmnbry
Signmure

faee warnlig abdie)

Male




Intentional transboundary @ m m

movementS United Nations Decade on Biodiversity

Unique identifiers

 Documentation requirements for the 3 categories of
LMOs mention unique identifiers

* To date, only one unique identification system exists:
OECD Unique ldentifiers for Transgenic Plants

« OECD Unique ldentifier is a simple alphanumeric
code that is given to each living modified plant that is
approved for commercial use

e Developers of transgenic plants are the ones to
assign the unique identifier
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Unique identifiers, cont.

* O-digit code composed of 3 elements separated

by dashes
0 2 or 3 alphanumeric digits to designate the applicant;
0 5 or 6 alphanumeric digits to designate the
transformation event; and
0 1 numerical digit for verification

Example: MON-00810-6
Monsanto’s YieldGard Maize

e Can use unigue identifier to search BCH
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Biosafety Clearing-House — What is it?

- BCH is an information exchange mechanism to
support implementation of Protocol

- Its creation was mandated by the Biosafety
Protocol and Parties are required to share certain
types of information through the BCH

- E.g.: relevant national laws, regulations and guidelines;
decisions on LMOs
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Biosafety Clearing-House — What is it?

- BCH has been developed as a website

- Itis free and avallable to everyone

- BCH can be accessed at http://bch.cbd.int
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Sampling & Detection

 The Protocol does not set specific requirements
for methods for the sampling of shipments and
detection of LMOs

 Work on how to sample shipments and detect
whether they contain LMOs and if so, what kinds
of LMQOs, is largely taking place outside the
Protocol.
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Could include:
— Gene flows through natural processes

— Accidental contamination, during transit, for
Instance
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 The Protocol defines an illegal
transboundary movement of an LMO to be
a transboundary movement that is carried
out In contravention of domestic measures
to iImplement the Protocol (Art. 25).

o Customs officers will need to be familiar
with their national biosafety laws in order to
know what constitutes an illegal
transboundary movement
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* Protocol specifically recognizes 3 types of transboundary
movements of LMOs:

— Intentional, unintentional and illegal

* Protocol groups LMOs into 3 categories:

— LMOs-FFP, LMOs for contained use and LMOs for intentional
introduction into the environment

e Requirements for information to be included in documentation
accompanying intentional transboundary movements of each
type of LMO are set out in:

— Art. 18 of Protocol, decision BS-1/6 and decision BS-I111/10

* Information to accompany shipments of LMOs likely to be
Incorporated into other shipping documents

* Unique identifiers for LMO plants can help access information
on BCH
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Thank you

Secretariat of the http://bch.cbd.int/protocol
Convention on Biological Diversity

World Trade Centre

413 St. Jacques Street, suite 800 secretariat@cbd.int
Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2Y 1N9

Tel. 1 (514) 288 2220
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